
A LAW ENFORCEMENT BRIEFING

Bomb Threats 
in Election 
Settings

This guide is a companion to CSSE’s Bomb Threats & Hoaxes, aimed 
at election offices. This guide is for law enforcement, focusing on 
what makes a bomb threat or hoax different in an election context, 
and how those differences should shape your response.
Your protocols around handling bomb threats still apply. What 
follows is what you need to know about handling bomb threats in 
election settings.

Five Steps to Safer Elections
CSSE’s “Five Steps” is a framework for election and law enforcement 
agencies working together, with five simple principles:

Meet, Share, Agree, Plan, Practice
We suggest planning for bomb threats as part of a “Five Steps” 
process with your local election office.

•	

•	Share contact information

•	

•	

MEET 
WITH YOUR 
ELECTION 
OFFICIAL

The key consideration is that bomb threats 
are real occurrences.
•	

Bomb threats have come in clusters.
•	

•	

•	

Election officials administer a constitutionally 
protected right - the right to vote.
•	

Elections have a hard deadline.  
•	

Bomb threats leverage these factors to 
undermine legitimacy.
•	

Share your strategic understanding of 
bomb threats and bomb incidents.
•	

Share your bomb threat protocol.  Some 
parts may surprise election officials.
•	

SHARE
DETAILS 
OF YOUR 
RESPECTIVE 
OPERATING 
ENVIRONMENTS
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Establish decision-making authority for 
evacuating a voting site.
•	

Establish decision criteria.
•	

•	

Determine what preparation and 
prevention is feasible.
•	

Will publicized or visible incident response 
provoke unnecessary public concern 
and reaction?
•	

•	

What factors affect the decision to evacuate 
temporarily, or to move a voting site?  
•	

•	

•	

AGREE
ON KEY 
STRATEGIES & 
PROCEDURES

•	

•	

•	

PLAN 
FOR BOMB 
THREAT 
INCIDENT 
RESPONSE 
AS PART OF A 
LARGER PLAN 
FOR ELECTION 
SECURITY

•	

•	

PRACTICE 
YOUR PLANNED 
RESPONSE WITH 
THE ELECTION 
OFFICE

CSSE | Five Steps to Safer Elections  
SafeElections.org

CSSE | Bomb Threats & Hoaxes: Mitigating Election Disruption 
SafeElections.org

CSSE | State Law Enforcement Quick Reference Guides  
SafeElections.org

Brennan Center | 2024 Election Bomb Threat Tracker  
BrennanCenter.org

OTHER RESOURCES
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https://safeelections.org/five-steps-to-protect-our-elections-from-the-committee-for-safe-and-secure-elections/
https://safeelections.org/bomb-threats-hoaxes-mitigating-election-disruption/
https://safeelections.org/referenceguides/
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/bcj-2024-election-bomb-threat-tracker_0.pdf?inline=1

