
A LAW ENFORCEMENT BRIEFING

Swatting in 
Elections

This guide is a companion to CSSE’s Combatting Swatting 
Attempts, aimed at election offices. This guide is for law 
enforcement.  It focuses on what makes election settings unique 
when a swatting call comes in—and how those differences 
should shape your response.

Standard swatting protocols should apply to election incidents. 
What follows is what you need to know about swatting in 
election settings. 

Five Steps to Safer Elections
CSSE’s “Five Steps” is a framework for election and law enforcement 
agencies working together, with five simple principles:

Meet, Share, Agree, Plan, Practice
We suggest planning for swatting as part of a “Five Steps” process 
with your local election office.

Elections in every state are run by local election officials. 

•	

•	

Exchange contact information.

•	

•	

•	

MEET 
WITH YOUR 
ELECTION 
OFFICIAL

Section 245(b)(1)(A) of US Code addresses interference in 
elections by force or threats. Many states have similar laws. 

Most important, recognize that election officials ARE being swatted.

•	 •	

Swatting election officials is not a minor issue.   

•	

Swatting may emerge from a background of harassment.

•	

SHARE
DETAILS OF YOUR 
OPERATING 
ENVIRONMENTS
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Consider the details of the call that may make it credible or not.

•	

•	

•	

•	

AGREE
ON PROTOCOLS 
FOR VERIFICATION 
& PROPORTIONATE 
RESPONSE

PLAN 
FOR SWATTING AS 
PART OF A LARGER 
WRITTEN PLAN 
FOR ELECTION 
SECURITY

PRACTICE 
YOUR PLANNED 
RESPONSE 
TOGETHER WITH 
THE ELECTION 
OFFICE
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