
A LAW ENFORCEMENT BRIEFING

Drones in  
Election Settings

This guide is part of the CSSE Briefings for LEOs series, aimed at 
helping law enforcement understand what makes election settings 
unique—and how those differences should shape your response.
Standard drone incident response protocols should apply in 
election settings. What follows is how the nature of the election 
might prompt you to prepare, and to refine incident response plans.

Five Steps to Safer Elections
CSSE’s “Five Steps” is a framework for election and law enforcement 
agencies working together, with five simple principles:

Meet, Share, Agree, Plan, Practice
We suggest planning for drone incidents as part of a “Five Steps” 
process with your local election office.
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AGREE
ON KEY 
STRATEGIES & 
PROCEDURES
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•	 Discuss distinctions between election sites. 

•	
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PLAN 
FOR DRONE 
INCIDENTS 
AS PART OF 
A BROAD 
ELECTION 
SECURITY PLAN

Once you have a drone incident 
response plan, work with 
election officials to practice a 
coordinated response.PRACTICE 

YOUR RESPONSE 
TO DRONE 
INCIDENTS

CSSE | Five Steps to Safer Elections

Federal Aviation Administration | Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems & Public Safety Agencies

Federal Aviation Administration | Public Safety 
Small Drone Playbook 

OTHER RESOURCES

•	

•	Consider local code.

ordinance adopted by the city of 
SHARE
(CONT.)
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https://safeelections.org/five-steps-to-protect-our-elections-from-the-committee-for-safe-and-secure-elections/
http://faa.gov/uas/public_safety_gov
http://faa.gov/uas/public_safety_gov
https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/2024-ASH-026_Public_Safety_Playbook_st11_0.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/2024-ASH-026_Public_Safety_Playbook_st11_0.pdf
https://www.cityofcalabasas.com/home/showdocument?id=16155
https://www.cityofcalabasas.com/home/showdocument?id=16155

